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Matt Miyasato, PhD 
Chief Technologist & Deputy Executive Officer 
Science and Technology Advancement 
South Coast A.Q.M.D 
21865 Copley Dr., 
Diamond Bar CA 91765 
 
 
RE: Letter of Support for HMC’s Proposal for the Long-Range Class 8 Fuel Cell Truck Demo 

project 
 
Dear Dr. Miyasato, 
 
FirstElement Fuel Inc. is pleased to play a key role in the proposed project by purchasing and 
operating 5 of Hyundai’s Class 8 “XCIENT” Fuel Cell Electric Trucks (FCETs) to distribute hydrogen 
to our retail hydrogen stations in the California Market. Furthermore, FirstElement Fuel will 
serve at the hydrogen refueling station provider for the 5 XCIENT FCETs.  FirstElement Fuel Inc is 
a company headquartered in Irvine, California, which owns and operates the majority of the 
State’s hydrogen fueling stations.  As California’s preeminent hydrogen station company, 
FirstElement Fuel has performed over 770,000 on-road vehicle refuelings (more than any other 
company in the world), eliminated 20.5 million gasoline miles and replaced them with zero 
emission miles, and avoided 97.4 Million pounds of greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
FirstElement Fuel has acquired, and in 2021 will begin operating, a fleet of 10 hydrogen trailers 
to distribute bulk hydrogen to our California refueling stations in a hub and spoke arrangement.  
Today the majority of California’s hydrogen refueling stations receive bulk hydrogen deliveries 
using conventional diesel tractors to haul the trailers.  It is FirstElement’s strong desire to use 
zero emission fuel cell tractors to distribute our bulk hydrogen instead of diesel trucks, thereby 
further eliminating criteria pollutant emissions and reducing greenhouse gas emissions from our 
supply chain.  Based on FirstElement’s prior work with Hyundai and our overall knowledge of the 
fuel cell vehicle marketplace, we are highly confident that Hyundai’s XCIENT FCETs will be a high 
performing and dependable product to help us accomplish this goal.  Furthermore, FirstElement 
Fuel is in the process of developing a California network of hydrogen refueling stations for Heavy 
Duty Fuel Cell Trucks, so we will be in position to refuel all of the Hyundai XCIENT FCETs that we 
operate. 
 
FirstElement Fuel will provide a total cost share for this project in the amount of $771,121, 
which will go towards our overall commitment of acquiring 5 XCIENT FCETs, operating them in 
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California’s South Coast Air Basin, and being the hydrogen refueling station provider, contingent 
on the EPA’s award of the grant and execution of the contractual documents.  Should you have 
questions, please contact me by direct phone line at (949)922-3456 or by email at 
shane.stephens@firstelementfuel.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Shane Stephens 
Founder & CDO 
FirstElement Fuel Inc. 


	Att9_Commitment letter_Hyundai
	Att9_Commitment letter_Hyundai

	FirstElement_Support Letter_EPA TAG_3

